
 

His Excellency, Mr. Nimrod Rinot, Honorary Consul of Montenegro in Israel, 
about the about the monument in honor of Operation Velvet 

This ceremony and this unique monument is further proof of the 
deep friendship and the long-standing special relationship 
between two strong nations and countries, the special relationship 
between the countries that we have been building together in 
recent years in political ties with a constant increase in 
investments, security ties and especially in tourism, the amount of 
Israeli tourists visiting Montenegro is the continuation of what has 
already started In 1948, with the important help of Montenegro 
(then part of Yugoslavia) in helping the State of Israel in its early 
days, Marshal Tito gave special permission to help a secret 
operation to bring the first Spitfire planes of the newly established 
Israeli Air Force. 
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The planes were brought from Czechoslovakia to Israel. The long 
flight required parking, refueling and painting the planes in the 
colors of the Israeli Air Force, which had been established only a 
few days before. These were the days of Israel's declaration of 
independence, immediately after that a number of Arab countries 
launched an attack against it. Israel did not have an organized army 
and certainly not an air force, therefore what was done at the time 
at Benikisit airport will be remembered in the future as a significant 
help to the survival of Israel, in recent years we have built a strong 
relationship between the countries which has resulted in recent 
records in tourism, 3 airlines fly on the Tel Aviv-Montenegro route 
and these days Landing in Montenegro no less than 15 weekly 
direct flights is the result of the joint work of all the parties and 
especially the Montenegrin government, at least about 140 
thousand. 

Israeli tourists will visit Montenegro in the current tourist season. 
Israel is the country from which the largest number of tourists will 
come to Montenegro after Serbia, I know that tourism is one of the 
pillars of the economy in Montenegro and almost every house in 
Montenegro is connected to the tourism business in some way, 
therefore the achievement of the increasing number of tourists 



every year is especially important to me and is so important to the 
health of Montenegro. The Israelis are discovering Montenegro and 
we are receiving enormous interest in the consulate in Tel Aviv 
which is growing over the years, also the effort is bringing 
achievements in increasing Israeli investments in Montenegro. 
hotels, shopping malls, real estate development and more) I am 
proud to represent Montenegro, which is my second home. I am 
sure that we will continue and break new records in helping to 
develop the economy and the economy in Montenegro, the 
monument in Niksic symbolizes the warm relations between the 
countries which I believe will continue and grow even stronger. We 
wish for an end to the war in Israel and for peace in the Middle East. 

 


