
 

 

06/04/2022 - Exclusive interview for Avioportal.me –Senior Executive Advisor 

at Institutions & Strategies and Former Honorary Consul of Montenegro (2017-

2021) in Lyon, France, Bertrand Thibert, about importance of direct flights 

between Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes and Montenegro in 2022. 

With major cities of Lyon, Grenoble, Saint-Etienne and Clermont-Ferrand, 

Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes is N°1 region in France for industry with 22,000 

industrial companies and 505,000 jobs, it also has 2nd Highest GDP in France at 

270 billion euros (5th rank in EU) and enjoys international borders with 

Switzerland and Italy. There are 17 centers of excellence designed to facilitate 

the growth of innovative, collaborative projects and 10 clusters to enable 

professionals to form powerful, effective networks, 8 keys industries: industry 

of future, agriculture, food and drink, construction public works and utilities, 

energy, digital, mobility & smart transport systems, healthcare, sport 

mountaineering tourism. 7 billion euros of expenditure on R&D, 2nd region in 

France for further education with more than 347,000 students for a population 

over 8 million inhabitants 

https://www.institutions-strategies.com/en/
https://diplomatmagazine.eu/2019/02/24/montenegro-opens-consulate-in-lyon/ambassador-of-montenegro-to-france-dragica-ponorac-and-honorary-consul-bertrand-thibert-consulat-honoraire-du-montenegro-a-lyon/
https://diplomatmagazine.eu/2019/02/24/montenegro-opens-consulate-in-lyon/ambassador-of-montenegro-to-france-dragica-ponorac-and-honorary-consul-bertrand-thibert-consulat-honoraire-du-montenegro-a-lyon/


 
Regarding ski, it has 6,300 km of ski slopes, 1,930 ski lifts to access to ski resorts 

and ties exist with Montenegrin ski resorts, considered as new destinations for 

locals in quest of renewal and some different experience. 

A network of airports used by 12,751,847 commercial passengers in 2019: 

Lyon-Saint Exupéry (11,736,957 passengers), Clermont-Ferrand Auvergne 

(432,444), Grenoble Isère (308,018), Chambéry Savoie (203,494), Aurillac 

(38,413), Le Puy-Loudes (5,399)… 

Lyon Saint Exupery Airport (co-owned by Vinci Airports) is the major tool for 

airplane transportation of goods and passengers. During the Montenegro 

Airlines era (2015-2020), best average cabin load factor on flights LYS <> TGD 

was 75 % thanks to important work between National Tourism Organization of 

Montenegro and local tourism agencies and tour operators. It’s hard to 

estimate what is going now in this post-COVID-19 era; but in 2019, 90,083 

French visitors entered into the country, and Montenegro has been attractive 

for a while, including the Yugoslavian era and visitors who have known the 

country 20, 30 or 40 years ago are astonished by what the country has become, 

keeping its soul and the beauty of its landscapes pure and safe; somewhere 

between modernity and tradition. 

Seashore remains the best asset for people visiting the coastal region, but the 

mountain side is being cherished thanks to its wildness, its familiarity with 

some landscapes in Jura or Alps and its culinary patrimony. Many French 

newspapers and Websites have been emphasizing the “last jewel of Adriatic” 

and this door to the “European Far East”; Every visitor returning from 

Montenegro strongly advised relatives and friends to visit the country as soon 

as possible and exchange tips .This is facilitated by the growing number of 

French speaking guides trained by the Faculties of Philology of the Universities, 

since French people are not the best of the world to speak foreign languages. 

What COVID-19 has taught to us is the necessity to diversify economies. Direct 

flights are obviously excellent for tourists and very useful for trade. 

Montenegro has proven that “small is beautiful” and with its investment 

programs and its good relations with neighboring countries. R&D, digital and 

social economy, ecology, etc. as well as academic exchanges programs. The 

Montenegrin diaspora, including French citizens descendants of Montenegrin 

parents, grand-parents or elders, who live and works in Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes, 

plays also an important role in this new economic deal and show some will to 

https://www.zoom-vacances.com/
https://www.elle.fr/Loisirs/Evasion/Montenegro-la-destination-peu-exploree-3990952
https://www.elle.fr/Loisirs/Evasion/Montenegro-la-destination-peu-exploree-3990952


 
be active in to the growth of their country of origin, with the eventual help of 

the EU grants programs (Horizon Europe, Life+, Creative Europe, Interreg Med, 

etc.). 

I personally wish the best possible success of the new Air Montenegro weekly 

direct flight, every Saturday, starting from this week-end and I hope the 

number of rotations with be higher and permanent all the year. I’ll be a 

frequent user myself, in addition to the frequent charters flying from other 

airports of the region to Podgorica and Tivat. 

 


