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Brussels, 29/09/2021 

 
 
 
To:  Mr. Vlado Bagarić, Director General CROATIA CONTROL 

Mr. Andrej Plenković, Prime Minister 
Mr. Oleg Butković, Minister 
Ms. Irena Gerovac Zrnić, Head of Cabinet 
Mr. Dubravco Meco, Executive Director Air Traffic Management Sector 
Ms. Ivana Polunić, Director General’s Office Manager 
Ms. Marina Halužan, Corporate Communications Advisor 
 

 
Subject: Provisional Inability of Mr Kresimir Rakoci, Head of Union 

 

 

Dear Mr. Bagarić: 

IFATCA, the International Federation of Air Traffic Controllers’ Associations, has been made 
aware by our Member Association CROATCA that a CROATIA CONTROL controller, Mr. 
Kresimir Rakoci has been put into provisional inability to perform his duties as a controller due 
to stress, and is put at risk of losing his licence and possibly be dismissed as a controller. 

From reports received, we understand that the fact that Mr. Rakoci is the President of the 
Croatian Air Traffic Controllers Union is the underlying reason that has led to his provisional 
inability.  

IFATCA is concerned about the developing situation.  

The respect of rules and procedures, especially regarding safety, competency and licensing 
are very important to all operational staff, as it is the basis of trust in the overall aviation system.  

The, what seems, opportunistic misuse of certain elements of the legislation towards an 
individual due to his/her membership of a union and/or association board would send a very 
sad and detrimental signal to both the local Croatian Air Traffic Controllers community, as well 
as to the international ATM community. 

In accordance with labour relation practices in force in the EU, and the International Labour 
Organization (ILO) recommendations, disciplinary actions against Union representatives are 
covered in specific regulations.    

In order to assist our Member Associations in building their idea about the situation in full 
transparency, the subsequent case will be part of the discussions during the IFATCA 
European Regional meeting that will be held next week in Maastricht, Netherlands. 

In the meantime, and while waiting for all available information, IFATCA will be closely 
monitoring the situation. 
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We do hope that the apparent conflict between the President of the Union and the Croatian 
Provider management will soon lead to a positive outcome. 

We certainly hope that the Provisional inability of Mr. Rakoci will be lifted as soon as possible 
to allow him to revalidate his licence and continue exercising his profession to which, he is so 
dedicated, 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Frédéric Deleau 
Executive Vice President Europe 
IFATCA 

 

 

 

Cc:  Mr Eamonn Brennan, Director General EUROCONTROL 
 Mr Patrick Ky, Director General EASA 
 Mr Henrik Ololei, Director General DG Move 
 CROATCA, Croatian Air Traffic Control Association 
 IFATCA Member Associations Europe 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IFATCA is the worldwide organisation representing more than 50,000 air traffic controllers in 
more than 130 countries, including more than 40 European states. IFATCA’s goals are of 
professional nature, among which are the promotion of safety, efficiency and regularity in 
international air navigation and the protection and safeguarding of the interests of the air traffic 
control profession. 

 


